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Leader’s Decisions 

 

 In these days, leadership is an important issue 

for many groups and teams. During the Sewol 

ship accident and other big events we think 

about leadership.  In our novel this month called 

“Typhoon” by Joseph Conrad, I agree that 

Macwhirr ’s decisions as a leader were good. 

There are 3 reasons why Macwhirr ’s decision as 

a leader are good, and what virtues leaders 

should have. 

 First leaders should not get carried away in the 

moment. In the book, Macwhirr had a very 

difficult situation in middle of the storm and 

with the second mate, who is important, going 

mad and almost every crew must have thought 

they were going to die. But Mac whirr wasn’t 

caught away in the moment and he remained 

calm. He calmly ordered what to do and he 

saved  

 

Second, a leader has to think of the team 

members’ lives. Macwhirr and the crew were 

tired and it was hard to stay alive themselves. 

But Macwhirr thought about the Chinese labors 

and saved them. Many of the crew didn’t like the 

idea of saving them but he thought about them 

and saved them. A lso, Macwhirr thought that 

helmsman was too tired and made him rest. 
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Finally, leaders and team members must respect each 

other. If leader is not sincere to his members, they 

wouldn’t obey the order. So, I being think sincere to the 

team members is an important virtue leader should 

have. In the book, Macwhirr  told his thought to his 

crew and the crew followed him.  Even though, at first, 

he didn’t tell his thoughts openly. But in the storm he 

tells what are he is doing and what Jukes should do. 

 

In conclusion, I have started why I think Macwhirr is a 

good leader. First, leaders should not get carried away 

in the moment. Second, a Leader has to think of his 

team members’ lives. Finally , Leaders must be sincere to 

their team members. For these reasons, I believe  

Captain Macwhirr is quite a good leader. 
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